Book reviews
Cancer of the Uterine Cervix edited by Eric C Easson pp viii + 158 illustrated £4 London &c.: WB Saunders 1973 In this book we follow the development in Manchester since 1932 of a team approach within that community which covers every aspect of the disease from prevention to terminal care. Throughout there is evident an attitude of optimism towards treatment of the disease based on the local results.
A team approach is stressed. Manchester techniques are explained and the results evaluated by statistical analysis of controlled trials.
The authors express the view that routine cytological screening should not start later than age 25 years and discuss the reasons for poor acceptance of the test among high-risk groups. Their views on the reliability of sampling and the excellence of their recall and follow-up systems must be admired.
Their views on the modifications which should be made to treatment after cone biopsy, amputation and repair operations are clearly expressed, whilst their comments on the present applicability of afterloading techniques, and the future possibility of using fast neutrons will be read with interest.
The volume is excellently produced and can usefully be read by all who have to deal with patients at risk, whether family physicians, hospital doctors or experts in community medicine.
E DAVID MORRIS
The Biochemical Genetics of Man edited by D J H Brock and Oliver Mayo pp xii +725 illustrated £9.80 $29.50 London & New York: Academic Press 1972 The 14 chapters of this book are grouped under three headings, 'Genetic basis of variation (3 chapters), 'Normal variation' (6 chapters), and 'Pathological variation' (5 chapters). Despite this apparently logical plan, the book is a collection of review articles, and reading from one to another becomes somewhat irritating as successive authors cover similar ground by way of introduction, and in a few cases (for example immunoglobulin structure) a topic is discussed in two or three different chapters. The reviews of circumscribed topics such as blood group and leukocyte antigens, haemoglobin variation and coagulation disorders are perhaps the most useful. In some of the more general chapters, especially 'Genes and proteins', 'Chromosomes and protein variation' and 'Protein polymorphism', one has the impression that the authors have had to assemble their material to a preconceived plan. The final chapter on 'Unsolved mendelian diseases' is short and stimulating.
More rigorous editing could have avoided a few minor irritations, such as the expressions 'molecularly' and 'pharmacogenetic situation', and the statement 'It appears that genetic factors may be involved with multifactorial expression'. The book is aimed at 'research workers in human genetics', and certainly there are many references and a good deal of technical detail. The latter tends to obscure the basic principles for the interested amateur. The clinician will find 'The metabolic basis of inherited disease', edited by Stanbury, Wyngaarden and Fredrickson, many times more useful at just over twice the price.
NICHOLAS DENNIS
Thomson's Concise Medical Dictionary by William A R Thomson MD pp vii +439 £1.50 Edinburgh &London: ChurchillLivingstone 1973 Dr Thomson, who was editor of The Practitioner, has produced a compact yet comprehensive medical dictionary containing about 16 000 definitions. Though the compiler's aims were strictly utilitarian, this is an attractive production, which at the reasonable price of £1.50 will provide for medical students and secretaries a quick reference to definitions of the majority of words which they will encounter.
As students are no longer expected to memorize large amounts of anatomical detail, the compiler believed it important that a quick method of discovering the meanings of anatomical phrases should be available, and so particular emphasis has been given to the nomenclature of anatomy. These definitions are perhaps sometimes unnecessarily extended, while in certain fields, for example, neurology, definitions tend to be too short to be informative and some quite common terms, such as 'gangliosides' and 'synaptosomes', are omitted.
